
Welcome
to FAU Libraries

Library and Catalogue Basics
for International Students



2

7 Find cited documents

https://ub.fau.de/en/

https://ub.fau.de/en/


Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 3

The Library Team

We support your literature search:

► At our main branches

► online
www.ub.fau.de/en

via e-mail: ub-auskunft@fau.de

Main Library, Erlangen Science and Technology Branch 
Library, Erlangen

Economic and Social Sciences 
Branch Library, Nürnberg

Educational Science 
Branch Library, Nürnberg

http://www.ub.fau.de/en
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1  FAUcard – your Library Card
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Initial password for first login to the catalogue: 
Date of birth in 8 digits: DDMMYYYY

1  FAUcard 

UB ID below barcode
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Before checking out books with your FAUcard you have to…

• …log in to www.idm.fau.de (IdM-Portal)
• …choose requests/tasks in the menu bar
• …Activate University Library (UB)
• …accept terms and conditions of use (ABOB)
• …wait until the next work day

1  FAUcard 

http://www.idm.fau.de/


2  Locations of FAU Library
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„The big 4“

• Main Library

• 3 Branch Libraries

Books for loan or order
(inter-branch delivery service)

• Loan period: 4 weeks

• can be renewed up to 6 times

2  Locations of FAU Library

HB

Main Library

= H…

TNZB
Science and

Technology Branch
Library

= T…

WSZB
Economic and Social

Sciences Branch
Library

= W…

EZB
Educational Science 

Branch Library

= P…



2  Locations of FAU Library
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TB01
Theology

TB10
Biology

TB02
Law

TB03
Medicine

TB04
Educational Science, 

Philosophy, Psychology

TB05
Political Science, Social

Science, Economics

TB09
Physics and
Astronomy

TB06
History, Classical 
Studies, Fine Arts

TB07
Modern Languages, 

Media Studies

TB11
Chemistry and

Pharmacy

TB12
Geography, 

Geological Sciences

TB14
Engineering

TB15
Educational Science

TB18
Mathematics and

Computer Sciences

TB98
Sports Centre

02JU Law
02JU30 Master Human Rights

• Different conditions for checkout and loan periods
• Usually open shelves
• No delivery service
• Addresses & opening hours: ub.fau.de/en/locations-opening-hours

15 Departmental Libraries > 100 locations in Erlangen and Nuremberg
(„Teilbibliothek“ = TB)

TB08
Digital 

Humanities

10. Oktober 2025

https://ub.fau.de/en/about-us/locations-opening-hours


3  How to Borrow a Book
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Find books: 

• Directly at the shelf

• Orders at the pickup shelf

• Go to the lending desk to
pick up any pre-ordered
books

3  How to borrow a Book

Search for books:

In the library catalogue
ub.fau.de/en

Check the shelfmark

Borrow books:

At the self-checkout

or at the lending desk

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg ub.fau.de

https://ub.fau.de/en/


4  Digital Media and VPN
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• E-books via the catalogue (OPACplus)

• E-journals via the catalogue and also via EZB

• Databases via the catalogue and also via DBIS

4  Digital Media and VPN

https://ub.fau.de/en/searching/catalogues/catalogue-of-the-university-library/
http://rzbvm017.uni-regensburg.de/ezeit/search.phtml?bibid=UBEN&colors=7&lang=de
https://dbis.uni-regensburg.de/dbinfo/fachliste.php?bib_id=ub_en&lett=l&colors=&ocolors=


Virtual Private Network enables a computer with internet access
from any provider to connect to the university network

4 VPN (Virtual Private Network)
Access to licensed online content via VPN for FAU students and staff

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg

Internet

Firewall

VPN-
Gateway

secure transfer

FAU campus
network

1610. Oktober 2025
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Follow these steps to connect via VPN:

• Install eduVPN via RRZE: https://www.anleitungen.rrze.fau.de/internet-zugang/vpn/

• Tutorial: E-Tutorial: VPN and access to electronic books for FAU associates

• Connect to server „vpn.fau.de“

• Login with IdM credentials

• Select „FAU Full tunnel“

• Connect via VPN first, then open your browser

4  VPN (Virtual Private Network)

https://www.anleitungen.rrze.fau.de/internet-zugang/vpn/
https://www.anleitungen.rrze.fau.de/internet-zugang/vpn/
https://ub.fau.de/en/searching/access-to-electronic-resources/#collapse_0


5 Library Spaces
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5  Services
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Textbooks and scientific literature
in printed and electronic form

Study spaces and internet terminals,
day- and long-term-lockers (bring own padlock)

Validation station, top-up machine and
payment terminal

Multi-function printers
and scanners Self-checkout machine



5  Place a reservation
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reservierung.ub.fau.de/



6  Literature Search Tips
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6  Literature search by topic
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What are the keywords defining your topic?

The impact of climate change on human rights



6  Literature search by topic

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 24

What are the keywords defining your topic?

Topic Impact of climate change on human rights

Core concept Climate change Human right(s)

Synonyms

General terms

Subterms

Related terms

Foreign language
terms



6  Literature search by topic
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What are the keywords defining your topic?

Topic Impact of climate change on human rights

Core concept Climate change Human right(s)

Synonyms
Global warming
Climate warming
Climatic change

General terms Climate, meteorology

Subterms Draught, weather, temperature, rainfall, wind
climate models

Related terms Agriculture
ecosystem

Foreign language
terms

Cambio climático



6  Literature search by topic
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What are the keywords defining your topic?

Topic Impact of climate change on human rights

Core concept Climate change Human right(s)

Synonyms
Global warming
Climate warming
Climatic change

General terms Climate, meteorology Rights, laws

Subterms Draught, weather, temperature, rainfall, wind,
climate models

Childrens‘ rights, rights of older persons
Environmental rights, right to water…

Related terms Agriculture
ecosystem Natural rights

Foreign language
terms

Cambio climático Derechos humanos
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6 Search Tools and Tips

Boolean Operators AND OR NOT Truncation*

→ results: industry, industrial… 

Phrase search

e.g. “Renewable energy“ 

Wildcard

→results:  Schmidt/Schmitt



7  How to Search the Catalogue
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7 How to Search the Catalogue

ub.fau.de

Select pick-up location

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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Case 7.3: How to Search the Catalogue

• Can you find more books on the topic of human rights?

Search by Topic

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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7 How to Search the Catalogue
Search by Topic

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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Case 7.2: How to Search the Catalogue

• Find the E-book

The power of morality in movements

E-Books

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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E-Books

E-book access via VPN

E-tutorial on

7 How to Search the Catalogue

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IQxXF6xoUF4
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Case 7.1: How to Search the Catalogue

• Find the book

Risk, resilience, inequality and environmental law

Print Books

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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7 How to Search the Catalogue
Print Books

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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Print Books

7 How to Search the Catalogue

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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7 How to Search the Catalogue

Catalogue of FAU Library

• Books, journals, digital media

• Holdings of FAU Library

• Order and reserve items; manage 
account and renew loan periods

Primo Discovery

• Articles and more

• From many different sources

• mostly fulltexts (selection)

B3Kat Union Catalogue: 
Interlibrary Loan

• Media of libraries in Bavaria, 
Berlin and Brandenburg 
(including FAU Library)
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Literature not held in Erlangen or Nürnberg can be ordered via interlibrary loan.

Order via catalogue

• Delivery time: 1-2 weeks

• Fees:
books: free of charge
articles: 3.50 €

Interlibrary Loan / Document Delivery
7 How to Search the Catalogue
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Case 7.4: Get to know Literature Databases

• Need current research papers on a topic of your interest?

Search by Topic

use scientific literature databases!

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg



8  Database Infosystem
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https://ub.fau.de/en/

8 Database Infosystem

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg

https://ub.fau.de/en/
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https://dbis.ur.de/UBEN/browse/subjects/

8 Database Infosystem

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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https://dbis.ur.de/UBEN/browse/subjects/

8 Database Selection

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg

https://www.scopus.com/
https://link.springer.com/
https://webofknowledge.com/
https://www.base-search.net/


9  Library Courses and Online Tutorials
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9 Library Courses

For current trainings check our webpage: 
https://ub.fau.de/en/studying/advice-and-training/library-courses/  

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg

Writing Skills UB Coach

Citavi Endnote

Subject-specific
courses

Guided tours

Reference management with:

Further services such as:

4610. Oktober 2025

Zotero

https://ub.fau.de/en/studying/advice-and-training/library-courses/
https://ub.fau.de/en/studying/advice-and-training/library-courses/
https://ub.fau.de/en/studying/advice-and-training/library-courses/
https://ub.fau.de/en/studying/advice-and-training/library-courses/
https://ub.fau.de/en/studying/advice-and-training/library-courses/
https://ub.fau.de/en/studying/advice-and-training/library-courses/
https://ub.fau.de/en/studying/advice-and-training/library-courses/
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9 Video Tutorials on YouTube

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg
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9 Contact and News

Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg

Website: ub.fau.de/en

• Online inquiry
• Locations & Opening Hours
• Library Courses
• News   

https://ub.fau.de/en/
ub.fau.de/en


Thank you for your kind attention!

Your FAU Libraries


